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When purchasing a new piece of baggage, size selection is crucial. However, how can you 
determine which size is best for you? So here is a luggage size guide to make your decision 
easy.  

To find the size of luggage for you consider your travel requirements and personal preferences. 
Consider how long your trips usually last the kinds of items you typically pack and whether you 
prefer to bring your luggage as a carry-on or check it in. It's also an idea to check the airline's 
guidelines regarding size restrictions and weight limits to make sure that the size you choose 
meets their regulations. 

Find out why it's so beneficial to choose the right size suitcase! You'll become an even more 
organized traveler in addition to saving money on baggage fees. 

Deciding whether to opt for cabin luggage a lightweight suitcase or a travel backpack can pose 
a challenge because of the array of carry-on sizes that are on offer. 

Here is a complete luggage size guide that will help you to choose the right luggage. 

Basic About the Luggage Size Guide 

Suitcases usually come in sizes with dimensions ranging from 18 inches to 32 inches. Typically 
anything up to 22 inches is considered suitable for carrying on board as hand luggage. Anything 
larger, than that, is generally classified as checked-in baggage. 

However, some airlines grant permission for more oversized items inside their cabins and may 
even accept a 23" suitcase size as a carry-on! 

Many suitcase collections offer a selection of three or four sizes, typically 21", 25", 28", and 
sometimes 31"—however, not an absolute rule since sizes may vary by brand. 

For instance, you may come across suitcases that are not included in the size options 
mentioned earlier. On the other hand, you might face difficulty finding any suitcase under 25 
inches, with brands. 

Luggage size guide: Carry-Ons and Personal Items 
Travelers have the convenience of storing their carry-on bags in the overhead bin of an airplane 
or, in the trunk of a car. While rolling suitcases are commonly used for this purpose, duffel bags, 
garment bags, and other types of baggage that meet airline size restrictions also fall into this 
category. 
 
It's important to consider that-sided options offer flexibility compared to rigid shell cases when it 
comes to fit within tight space constraints. They provide a room, for maneuvering! 



If you're taking a short to medium-length trip, then opt for the convenience of carry-on luggage! 
Check out our user-friendly chart for size restrictions, and remember that purses, totes, and 
small backpacks are considered "personal items" by airlines. 

Plus, personal items fit perfectly under your seat on an airplane without counting towards your 
carry-on allowance - it doesn't get much better! 

Weight and Size Requirement for a Personal Item 

 

The luggage that you can carry onto the plane without checking it in is called hand luggage. 
Airlines often provide information, about the dimensions, of personal items. 

Still, generally speaking, these should measure between 10-14 inches in height, 6-9 inches in 
width, and 17-18.5 inches in length so they can easily fit under the seat. 

Airlines tend to be careful when it comes to providing measurements considering that different 
aircraft have amounts of space available, beneath each seat. 

Weight and Size Requirement for Carry-Ons 

 

Airlines have various specifications for what can be considered a "carry on", with the most 
common size being 22 x 14 x 9 inches. However, typically they will range from 8-10 inches in 
width, 13-15 inches in height, and 19-23 inches in length. 

This diversity is because of the varying sizes of aircraft cabins' overhead compartments. 

When preparing for a flight it's crucial to be mindful of the weight restrictions, for your carry-on 
baggage. While certain American airlines don't have regulations on carry-ons ons there are 
others, budget airlines, that may have their own guidelines and requirements, for weight limits. 

Typically you'll notice that many local businesses tend to have restrictions, on the weight of 
carry-on bags ranging from 15 to 35 pounds (7. 16 kilograms). Moreover, certain airlines may 
also impose limits on the weight of both items brought on board by each traveler. 

International Carry-Ons vs Domestic Carry-Ons 

When you're looking to buy a carry-on bag it's important to take note of whether it's labeled as 
suitable, for "or "domestic" travel. This distinction matters because international flights tend to 
have stricter size regulations compared to flights. 

If you're flying domestically, your 23-inch (longest side) bag will likely fit in airline requirements; 
however, if you plan to traverse internationally, opt for something smaller such as 19 to 21 
inches long. 



When you're traveling within your country its generally allowed to bring a carry-on compared to 
when you're flying overseas.  

However, if your luggage doesn't meet the size requirements, for travel you might be required to 
check it in and face fees. To prevent any inconvenience we suggest getting a bag that adheres 
to the TSA guidelines. 22 x 14 x 9 inches or smaller. 

Checked Baggage 
"Checked luggage" is a term used to describe any luggage that's too large or heavy to be 
carried on the airplane and needs to be checked in. Don't assume that just because it won't fit in 
the overhead bin you can't bring it with you. 
 

Anything from golf clubs to a box of items that don't pass carry-on size restrictions is 
considered checked luggage and will be stored securely during your flight, so no need to worry! 

Not suitcases, Various kinds of baggage can be utilized as checked luggage. This includes 
trunks, duffel bags, totes, musical instruments, in their cases, and other substantial items that 
are all considered means of transportation. 

Size and Weight Limits for Checked Luggage 

When it comes to domestic and international flights, 62 inches is the common standard for 
checked bag size. 

The most typical size and weight restrictions for checked bags are 62 linear inches (height + 
width + length) and 50 or 70 pounds. 

If your luggage exceeds a size there might be charges. However, it's important to consider the 
weight, as that could also cause issues. To make sure your suitcases meet all the criteria 
calculate the combined length, width, and height of each piece of luggage to determine its linear 
dimension before checking it in! 

When you're flying it's important to be aware of the weight restrictions, for checked luggage. 
Many domestic airlines typically allow a weight of 50 pounds per bag. However, some budget 
carriers such as Allegiant and Spirit Airlines might have a limit of 40 pounds. On the hand, if 
you're traveling internationally Norwegian Air and Korean Air offer an allowance of up to 70 
pounds, for your baggage! 
 

Sizes of Checked Luggage  

When checking luggage, travelers are typically presented with three size options; small (23-24 
inches), medium (25-27 inches), and large (28-32 inches). Ensuring your suitcase meets 
these dimensions can help ensure a stress-free check-in experience. 

For most travelers, a medium-sized check bag is ideal for their needs. Not only does it 
perfectly comply with airline size regulations, but it also provides an abundant amount of storage 
space to accommodate all your belongings. 



Fees for Checked Luggage 

With most international flights, you can bring one or two checked bags at no cost. But domestic 
airlines may offer no free checked luggage or just a single bag depending on the airline 
company. 

Want to bring more than just a carry-on? American Airlines will charge you based on the 
number of bags you have, with fees increasing per bag. For domestic flights, your first 
checked bag costs $30, the second is $40, and the third comes at an additional $100. 

What Are the Different Types of Luggage Sizes? 

The Luggage Size Guide provides information to keep in mind while searching for the luggage 
size, for your trips. It's important to note that not all luggage sizes are the same; some come in 
dimensions while others are designed to be smaller and more compact. 

Bigger bags provide room, for packing. Usually comes with extra pockets and straps to help with 
organization. However, they can also be heavier. A bit inconvenient to carry around. 

Smaller bags are easy to carry. May have restrictions, on the items they can hold. On the other 
hand medium or mid-sized luggage strikes a balance, between large and small options. It 
provides travelers with a spacious option that also includes useful organizational features. 

Why Size Matters When Choosing Luggage 

Luggage is an item when it comes to traveling. It can be quite a challenge to choose the size. It 
can even cause discomfort when packing and unpacking at check-in. That's why it's an idea to 
do some research, on luggage sizes and consult a guide before making your purchase.  

The size of your bag does matter so it's important to consider the dimensions for carry-on or 
checked bags as well as any length and width restrictions to ensure that your luggage meets all 
requirements.  

Remember, bigger isn't always better when it comes to finding a travel companion. Make sure 
you have some advice, on luggage sizes! 

 

Luggage Size Guide: Factors to Consider When Selecting 
Luggage Size 
 

Travel Duration 

The duration of your vacation plays a role, in determining the size of your luggage. For trips, a 
small carry-on bag might be enough while longer journeys may require checked bags. Take into 
account the number of days you'll be away and plan accordingly. 



Travel Purpose 

The kind of journey you embark on influences the amount of luggage you'll require. While 
recreational outings may necessitate outfits, for activities business trips often demand more 
formal clothing and additional gear. Consider your vacation plans when determining the size of 
your baggage. 

Airlines' Size Restrictions 

Different airlines have varying size restrictions for both carry-on and checked luggage. It's 
important to familiarize yourself with these guidelines to avoid any surprises at the airport. 
Check the specific requirements of your chosen airline before making a decision. 

Personal Needs and Preferences 

When considering the size of your suitcase it's important to think about what you need and what 
you like. Are you someone who likes to have space in your luggage, for souvenirs or do you 
prefer to travel with things? To determine the size, for your travel style consider your packing 
preferences and habits. 

How to Measure Luggage 

Now you know about all the different luggage sizes. In general, size and weight limitations for 
hand and checked bags vary by airline. 

You should be aware of two types of size limitations. The first is dimensions, which include 
width (from side to side), height (from top to bottom), and depth (from front to back). 

Linear inches are the second unit of measurement. A checked bag must measure no more 
than 62 linear inches in length, breadth, and depth. The term "linear inches" simply refers 
to the sum of these dimensions. Therefore, measure the height, breadth, and depth 
separately and sum them all up to get the linear inches. 

The process of measuring luggage can be hectic and time-consuming, but the size guide 
available online can make it a much easier task. Luggage sizes vary based on your intended 
purpose - whether you plan to check in or only carry on. 

Luggage exceeding the weight limit may not be allowed. Other details such as wheel count, 
material construction, handles, and globes must also be considered to choosing the best bag 
size for your travels. 

How to Choose the Right Luggage for Your Needs 

Luggage is an essential accessory for frequent travelers, but choosing the correct size can be 
challenging. Luckily, there are resources available to make this decision easier. Luggage size 
guides are a great tool that can provide important information on the dimensions and weight 
capacity of different luggage sizes. 



With this resource, you can find the right size that meets your needs in storing items 
comfortably, properly distributing weight, and meeting airline regulations. Luggage size guides 
allow you to easily compare different variations. So that you can make the best choice for your 
future journeys. 

Here are some factors to consider. 

Wheels 

When it comes to luggage on wheels you have two choices; two or four. While suitcases, with 
two wheels, might appear more portable they lack stability. If not properly balanced these bags 
can easily tip over. On the hand suitcases, with four wheels can stand upright effortlessly. It is 
easier to navigate through the aisle without colliding with other passengers while you locate 
your seat. 

Color 

When packing for your next trip, choosing a bag with a distinct color or pattern is important. So 
that it stands out amongst other luggage on the carousel. White and cream bags are more 
prone to dirt, dust, and stains; opt instead for an eye-catching hue that is sure to stand out in 
any crowd. 

Expandability 

Have you ever noticed how your suitcase always seems to be bursting at the seams when you 
return from a trip? Well here's a revelation, behind this phenomenon. While having a bag is 
great it's important to remember that it might not fit in overhead compartments and could result 
in extra charges for checked-in luggage. However, if you're someone who enjoys collecting 
souvenirs (, like me!) then it's probably worth considering investing in a suitcase! 

Security Locks 

When purchasing a suitcase, be sure it has either an internal locking system or space for a lock 
with a zipper. This will ensure your items remain safe and secure during travel. 

Waterproof Materials 

One useful suggestion when choosing the luggage is to ensure that it is made of water material 
or has undergone treatment, with a sealant, on the inside to make it impermeable. This way 
your belongings will stay protected from rain, spills, and damp surfaces that luggage handlers 
may place your bag on. 

 

Side Handles 

Get a grip on your luggage with top and side handles, making it simple to lift for stowing away in 
the overhead bin or wherever else you're headed. 



When selecting luggage, opt for bags with robust and sturdy handles that can support the 
weight of your belongings. Furthermore, traveling light is extremely beneficial since you'll likely 
have to carry your bag up several flights of stairs – especially when visiting Europe! 

Durability 

Investing in a high-quality suitcase doesn't necessarily mean spending a fortune. The crucial 
factor is durability as you'll want a suitcase that can withstand the demands of travel. It doesn't 
matter where you're going how you're getting there or what your travel plans are; finding a 
suitcase that fulfills all your requirements is essential! 

Investing in robust luggage is paramount to any journey, as it can provide you with years of 
reliable use and long-term protection for all your belongings. After all, why add unnecessary 
stress when planning an excursion when quality luggage has the potential to grant peace of 
mind? 

Final Words 

Choosing the right size of luggage is important. If it's too big you might end up paying fees. 
Have a lot of unused space. For those who're new, to traveling I suggest starting with a 
backpack as your item and a carry-on that meets the guidelines of 22 x 14 x 9 inches.  

This should be sufficient for trips; I manage to fit everything I need for two to four weeks in 
there! However, if you tend to pack more than expected you can consider swapping the carry-on 
bag for a checked suitcase measuring between 25 and 27 inches (the longest side). I hope this 
guide, on luggage sizes was helpful and will make your travel experience smoother. 

 

FAQs 

What hand baggage size is the largest? 
 

When it comes to hand luggage, every airline has its restrictions for 
personal items and carry-ons alike. Generally speaking, your item 
should be at most 17 x 10 x 7 inches in size, while the maximum 
dimensions of a carry-on bag are 22 x 14 x 9 inches or smaller. 

Add image 

What are the three sizes of luggage? 
 

When it comes to talking about measurements we usually consider 
three dimensions, for suitcases; height (measured from top to bottom) 
breadth (measured from side to side) and depth (measured from front, 
to back). 



Should I measure my luggage with the wheels and handles in mind? 
 

Make sure to keep in mind that when measuring your luggage you 
should include any protruding elements, like wheels, handles and 
other features. It's important for people to be aware of this 
requirement since it can lead them to buy bags that're too big which 
they may end up regretting on. Also if you're considering getting a 
suitcase remember to account for a few inches in width once its 
expanded! 
Can I carry oversized luggage as a carry-on bag? 
 

No, there are precise size limitations for carry-on luggage set by 
airlines. It's crucial to follow these instructions to prevent any problems 
when boarding. 
 


